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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Anderson on April 27, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification: 

On page 1 , line 2, after "2001 insert — now abandoned,— 

In the claims: 

Substitute the following for current claim 1 1 : 
— 11. (currently amended) A device for use with a pipe having a distal 

end with an opening through which fluid flows during use of the pipe, the device 
comprising: 

a strip of material having a length sufficient to extend between two building 
supports and apertures adjacent ends of the strip of material sized to allow the passage 
of fasteners to fasten the strip of material to the supports, the strip of material having 
therein a plurality of circular holes each of which has at least two slots concentric with 
the hole, wherein the slots are arcuate and further comprising a secondary opening 
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adjacent to and concentric with each slot, the slots and secondary openings being 
configured so they can accommodate a bayonet mount during use of the device. 

The above amendment was required to correctly show the current status 
of the parent application, and to correct an error in the proposed claim 1 1 in the 
previous amendment which was a duplicate of claim 12. It should be noted that the 
language suggested by applicant for claim 1 1 was still in error in that it recited the same 
limitations, the previous limitations of claim 1 1 , twice. The examiner has corrected this 
in the above version of claim 1 1 , and it is believed that the above is an accurate 
representation of the original claim 11 combined with claim 10. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James F. Hook whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2913. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Wednesday, work at home 
Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Mar can be reached on (703) 308-2087. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free), a 
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